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GFtst Sunday of Lot

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus returned from the Jordan
and was led by the Spirit into the desert for forty days,

to be tempted by the devil.
- Luke 4:1-2a

Prowssza O ledieln O relhiego Fsto

Peten Ducha Swigtego, powrdcit Jezus znad Jordanu,
a wiedziony byt przez Ducha na pustyni czterdziesci dni,

i byt kuszony przez diabta.
- tukasz 4:1-2a
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I°" SUNDAY OF LENT -
I°# NIEDZIELA WIELKIEGO PosTU
SATURDAY - MARCH 8 - SOBOTA

4:30 pm-EN - Health & God's blessings upon Judith
Perusich for healing (req. by Mia Kwilos & family)
+ Florence Stebner (req. by daughter)

+ Monica Nawroth (req. by George Velon & family)
++ Danny & Wally Kiebles (req. by Carolyn Heinrich)

7:00 pm-PL - O zdrowie i blogostawienstwo Boze dla
Heleny i Pawfa Zaleskich
+ Stefan Kychma, + Andrzej Wrdbel, + Stanistaw Biaton,
+ Genowefa Wrdbel, ++ Stanistawa i Emilian Krupa

SUNDAY - MARCH 9, 2025 - NIEDZIELA

7:30 am-EN + Wladyslawa Sliwa
+ Zbigniew Stopka
+ Anthony S. Dragic
+ Patricia Soukal (req. by Carolyn Heinrich)

9:00 am-PL - O zdrowie i btogostawiefistwo Boze dla
Renaty Kula-Murray, Stanistawa Pepek, Danuty
Slepskiej, Stanistawa Szczechowicz, Emilii Bania
z okazji 90 urodzin, Wiktorii Szczechowicz z rodzing,
Anny i Tomasza Wojdyta z rodzing
+ Michat Zulczyk, + Andrzej Wrdbel, + Stanistaw Biaton,
+ Genowefa Wrdbel,  Jan Zembol, + Marianna Pytel,
+ Tadeusz Knapczyk, 1 Norbert Babicz (roczn. Sm.),
+ Jadwiga Gugata (zam. Lucyna Kaminski),
+t Jan i ks. Stanistaw Grudzien,
++ Stanistawa i Emilian Krupa

10:30 am-EN + Karen Derdzinski (req. by Mom & Dan)
+ Zdzislaw Gajos (birthday anniv.) (req. by family)
+ Marian Jarosz (birthday anniv.) (req. by family)

12:30 pm-PL - O zdrowie i btogostawiefistwo Boze dla
Renaty Kula-Murray, Stanistawa Pepek, Danuty
Slepskiej, Emilii Bania z okazji 90 urodzin
+ Stanistaw Biatony, + Genowefa Wrdbel,

+ Andrzej Wrdbel, ++ Jan i ks. Stanistaw Grudzien,
++ Stanistawa i Emilian Krupa,
++ Anna, Stefan i Malgosia Sroka

7:00 pm-PL - O zdrowie i blogostawienstwo Boze dla
Renaty Kula-Murray, Stanistawa Pepek, Danuty
Slepskiej, Emilii Bania z okazji 90 urodzin
+ Andrzej Wrdbel, ++ Ela i Zbigniew Barczak (2 roczn. $m.)

MONDAY - MARCH 10 - PONIEDZIALEK

7:30 am-EN ¥ Terri Dyll (req. by Charmaine)

8:30 am-PL - O zdrowie i blogostawierstwo Boze dla Peter
Renaty Kula-Murray, Stanistawa Szczechowicz,
Stanistawa Pepek, Wiktorii Szczechowicz z rodzing
+ Andrzej Wrdbel, + Stanistaw Biaton, + Genowefa Wrdbel,
+ Eugene Zbela, ++ Stanistawa i Emilian Krupa

TUESDAY - MARCH 11 - WTOREK

7:30 am-EN 1 Bernadette Wodke (reg. by Monica Wodke)
8:30 am-PL - O zdrowie i btogostawiefstwo Boze dla

Renaty Kula-Murray, Stanistawa Pepek, Maryli

i Stanistawa Grzegorczyk

+ Andrzej Wrébel, + Stanistaw Biaton,

+ Genowefa Wrdbel, + Ewa Grzegorczyk,

+ Helena Trzepatko,

+ Stanistaw tukanus (8 roczn. sm.),
++ Maria i Franciszek Kadtub,
++ Stanistawa i Emilian Krupa

7:00 pm-PL - O zdrowie i blogostawienstwo Boze dla
Renaty Kula-Murray, Stanistawa Pepek, Stanistawa
Szczechowicz, Wiktorii Szczechowicz z rodzing
+ Andrzej Wrdbel, 1 Stanistaw Biaton,
+ Genowefa Wrdbel, ++ Jan i ks. Stanistaw Grudzien,
++ Stanistawa i Emilian Krupa

WEDNESDAY - MARCH 12 - SRODA

30 am-EN - Parishioners, benefactors & friends

30 am-PL - O zdrowie i btogostawienstwo Boze dla
Renaty Kula-Murray, Stanistawa Szczechowicz,
Stanistawa Pepek, Wiktorii Szczechowicz z rodzing
+ Anna Bieniek, + Andrzej Wrdbel,
+ Stanistaw Biaton, + Genowefa Wrébel,
+ Marian Kocytowski (10 roczn.sm.),
++ Stanistawa i Emilian Krupa

7:
8:

THURSDAY - MARCH 13 - CZWARTEK

30 am-EN - Parishioners, benefactors & friends

30 am-PL - O zdrowie i btogostawienstwo Boze dla
Renaty Kula-Murray, Stanistawa Szczechowicz,
Stanistawa Pepek, Krystyny Strama z okazji imienin,
Wiktorii Szczechowicz z rodzing, rodzin Strama i Stowik
+ Andrzej Wrobel, 1 Stanistaw Biaton,
+ Genowefa Wrdbel, ++ Stanistawa i Emilian Krupa

7:
8:

FRIDAY - MARCH 14 - PIATEK

7:00 am-EN - Way of the Cross

7:30 am-EN - Parishioners, benefactors & friends

8:30 am-PL - O zdrowie i btogostawienstwo Boze dla
Renaty Kula-Murray, Stanistawa Pepek
+ Andrzej Wrdbel, ++ Maria i Franciszek Kadtub

7:00 pm-PL - O zdrowie i blogostawienstwo Boze dla
Renaty Kula-Murray, Stanistawa Szczechowicz,
Stanistawa Pepek, Wiktorii Szczechowicz z rodzing
+ Andrzej Wrdbel, ++ Jan i ks. Stanistaw Grudzien

SATURDAY - MARCH 15 - SOBOTA
8:30 am-PL - O zdrowie i btogostawienstwo Boze dla
Renaty Kula-Murray, Stanistawa Szczechowicz,
Stanistawa Pepek, Wiktorii Szczechowicz
Z rodzing, Heleny i Pawta z rodzing
+ Andrzej Wrébel
4:00 pm-EN - Way of the Cross
4:30 pm-EN - Health & God's blessings upon Carol
Kulbida on the occasion of her birthday
(req. by family & friends)
+ Irene Stebner (req. by family)
+ Walter Kiebles (req. by Hoffman family)
+ Joe McElligott (req. by Krause family)
+ Kenneth McKee (req. by Ladies Guild)
+ Sophie Piech (req. by Hoffman family)
+ Bernadette Wodke (reqg. by Hoffman family)
+ Patricia Lamping (birthday anniv.) (req. by husband)
++ Jan & Aleksandra Obyrtacz
++ Andrzej & Agnieszka Szczechula
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Presider Schedule at St. Faustina Kowalska

Saturday, March 15, 2025

4:30 pm - Fr. Stanley Rataj

Sunday, March 16, 2025

7:30 am - Fr. Stanley Rataj

9:00 am - Fr. Ted Dzieszko
10:30 am - Fr. Joseph Mol

12:30 pm - Fr. Ted Dzieszko

7:00 pm - Fr. Lestaw Prebendowski

Lot (Schedide

St. Faustina Kowalska Parish

Saturday, March 15, 2025
4:30 pm - A. Hoffman
Sunday, March 16, 2025
7:30 am - S. Zakic
9:00 am - K. Zieba, B. Fryzlewicz & M. Sottys
10:30 am - A. Gargano
12:30 pm - B. Glista, K. Grabala & K. Karabanowska
7:00 pm - D. Witkiewicz, Z. Koszytko & A. Straczek

2025 Annual Catholic Appeal Pledge Report
Thank you to all parishioners who have responded!
To make your gift, you can complete the mail-in
envelope available at the church exits or make a gift
online at annualcatholicappeal.com

Contributors - 221 - Ofiarodawcy
Goal Amount / Kwota docelowa - $37,198
Amount Pledged / Suma zadekiarowana - $14,782
Amount Paid / Suma zaptacona - $12,339
Balance to reach Goal Amount /
Kwota salda, aby osiagnac cel - $22,416

Sprawozdanie z 2025 Dorocznej Kwesty Katolickiej
Bdg zapta¢ wszystkim parafianom za wsparcie tego apelu!
Aby ztozy¢ ofiare, prosimy o wypetnianie koperty
dostepne przy wyjsciach z kosciota lub ztozenie ofiary
przez internet pod
adresem: annualcatholicappeal.com

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO ?ﬁ ’ . Asof 3/4/2025
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Together P (;

we bring hope ; ¥\ \,
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2025 Annual Catholic Appeal

Queen of Hearts Raffle

The Queen of Hearts wasn't found on
February 29", but Lynn R. won $1,670.10 on
the Queen of & under envelope #2. This is a
split the pot (50/50) raffle and the drawing is
e held every Saturday at Tom'’s Tap (6707 S.
kS A ¢ Archer Ave.). The next drawing will be on
March 15", 2025 at 6:00 pm for the jackpot

of $67,594. Tickets are $5 each and can be

purchased at the parish office or Tom’s Tap.

Page 3

Why is purple the color of Lent?

You'll find the answer in Christ's Passion.

In our Catholic tradition, purple is the color of
the seasons of penance and preparation: Advent and
Lent. It is also used on other days throughout the year
that carry the notion of preparation, such as Ember
Days and the vigils of important feast days. Priests
wear a purple stole in the confessional to symbolize
the penitential nature of the sacrament.

But why purple, of all colors?

To find the answer, we must go back to the
story of the Passion found in the Gospels. When Jesus
came before Pilate, the Roman governor scourged
Him, though he found no crime in Him. After this,
Pilate’s soldiers mocked Our Lord’s Kingship, arraying
Him in a purple robe and a crown of thorns:

Then Pilate took Jesus and scourged him. And
the soldiers plaited a crown of thorns, and put it on his
head, and arrayed him in a purple robe; they came up
to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck
him with their hands. -John 19:1-3

Purple is the color of royalty, which is why the
soldiers used it to mock Christ’s Kingship. Little did
they know that they mocked no earthly criminal,
indeed no earthly king, but the King of heaven and
earth! And Jesus Himself bore it all with majestic grace
and divine mercy towards His enemies.

In order to properly honor Christ's divine
Kingship and remember the terrible humiliations He
endured for our sake, our altars, vestments, candles,
and other sacramental items are bedecked in purple
during Lent and other penitential occasions.

So, this coming Lent, when you see the color
purple begin to color your church, remember the
sufferings of our divine King and honor Him with your
love, adoration, sacrifices, and prayers.

" AVAILABLE NOW!
PRINT & DIGITAL AD SPACES

Build your business and help us grow a vibrant
faith community!

Mark Olech from LPi, our bulletin
printer, will be securing new ads
for our church in the coming
weeks. As a valuable member of
the business community, we invite
you to expand your reach and
grow your business with a print ad
in our parish bulletin and/or a
digital ad featured on
ParishesOnline.com.

Mark Olech
(800) 888-4574 x5965 ‘
molech@4lpi.com

"Your ap
HERE |




Dear Parishioners and Friends,

The goal of the Christian
life is holiness, or union with the
Triune God in love. The obstacle
to gaining holiness is sin, which
has its source in succumbing to
various temptations offered by
the devil. The hunger for glory,
tenderness, love, and comfort,
convenience, and security is the
most attacked in us.

Thanks to the fact that the devil tempted
Jesus, we know what he offers us and what is most
“hungry” in ourselves. If we were baptized in the Holy
Spirit together with Jesus, the Spirit will lead us to
meet temptations that will never be lacking in our lives.
Tempting Jesus is an internal struggle and descending
to the level of human threats in order to lift up a
person. At the same time, he warns against the most
basic trials. First, we will be tempted to measure our
lives by the measure of human wealth rather than the
word of God. Second, we will be tempted to turn even
spiritual gifts to our own glory, and not to the glory of
God and our brothers. Third, we will be tempted to
achieve good goals by taking “shortcuts.” If we are
to avoid the misfortunes that result from giving in to
temptation, we must, along with Jesus, take refuge in
the desert of God’s word.

Temptation entices us, draws us, and directs us
toward evil. Usually, however, the evil present in
temptation is not clear at first. Most often, the tempted
person is only vaguely aware of it, because it always
appears in the guise of some good. Temptation rarely
attacks the forbidden thing directly. Most often, it
stands in the way as an easy way to satisfy an
authentic need that unexpectedly connects with the
forbidden thing. This was the case in the first
temptation, the description of which we have in the Book
of Genesis. Tempted by the serpent, Eve sees that the
forbidden fruit “is a delight to the eyes,” (Gen 3:6).

Temptation can have both a positive and
negative meaning. Jesus is led into the desert by the
Spirit, who shapes in Him an attitude of obedience to the
will of the Father. But the devil, a preacher of
disobedience and an advocate of relying on one’s own
will, divorced from God’s will, follows the Spirit. Although
the Spirit and the devil participate in the same work, they
are concerned with different matters. The Spirit wants to
confirm Jesus’ divine sonship, while the devil wants to
dissuade Him from fulfilling the will of the Father.

The Gospel for the first Sunday of Lent
presents Jesus’ confrontation with three temptations
and the three victories He achieves. Christ the Lord
rejects all of the devil's proposals. He is therefore a
model for us, but also, a support for us in moments of
temptation. Therefore, as St. John Paul II teaches,
“During the forty days of Lent, believers are to follow
Christ into the ‘desert,’ to face the spirit of evil

St. Faustina Kowalska Parish

March 9, 2025

together with Him and defeat it. This is an internal
struggle that determines the shape of our lives. (...)
Humble and trusting prayer, strengthened by fasting,
allows us to overcome even the most difficult trials and
gives us the courage needed to overcome evil with
good.” And we, when we strive for connection, commun-
ion with Christ, will gain victory, repeating with St. Paul:
"I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.”

I sincerely encourage you to take advantage of
the Lenten Reflection Weekend. The reflections in
English will be led by Fr. Jim Kubicki, S.J., from
Milwaukee, Wisconsin; the meditations in Polish will be
led by Fr. Prelate Jerzy Karbownik, custodian of the
Basilica of Our Lady of Ostra Brama in Skarzysko
Kamienna, Poland. I also encourage you to participate
in Lenten devotions, especially the Way of the Cross.

On behalf of all of us, I would like to extend
my warmest birthday wishes and thanks to Mr. Greg
Truty, for coordinating livestreaming of Masses and
uploading them to the parish Facebook account and
YouTube channel. I also extend my heartfelt birthday
wishes to Mrs. Jozefa Marusarz, who, together with her
husband Wiadystaw, and Mr. and Mrs. J6zef and Anna
Zon, clean our church every week. I also extend my
thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Zon and Mr. and Mrs. Marusarz
for sponsoring the huge, double-walled, corrugated
boxes in order to properly and neatly store the church
Christmas trees and holiday decorations. May the
Merciful Lord bless everyone abundantly. God bless you!

Rev. Ted Dzieszko
Pastor

The pattern of struggle

The attack of the evil spirit usually occurs
when we are at the end of our strength. Then doubts
arise as to whether God really loves us. Since we are
His children, why do so many difficulties appear in our
lives? Why do we suffer? In Satan's attack, even the
word of God is used to convince us that God should
make what we desire happen, and if he does not, then
He clearly does not care about us at all. The devil also
launches a frontal attack: Who is happy and has
everything he desires? The rich. So fight for
prosperity! These temptations did not concern only
Jesus. The evil one attacks each of us in a similar way.

Jesus, victorious in the fight against the
tempter, teach me to use the weapon of God's Word
to defend myself against evil, teach me to trust the
Father completely!

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
every Tuesday from 9:30 am - 7:00 pm
3:00 pm Divine Mercy Chaplet in Polish
5:30 pm Divine Mercy Chaplet in English
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Lenten Increase Offertory Challenge
Give an extra five ($5) to get a high-five
in Lent 2025

Lent began this week with |,
Ash Wednesday, March 5" and it's g,
that time of vyear again that «a
I propose the Lenten Increase
Offertory Challenge! During Lent, we
seek the Lord in prayer by reading
Sacred Scripture; we serve by giving
alms; and we practice self-control through fasting. We
are called not only to abstain from luxuries during
Lent, but to a true inner conversion of heart as we
seek to follow Christ's will more faithfully. I encourage
all parishioners to actively participate in the three
traditional pillars of Lent of prayer, almsgiving and
fasting.

This year let's try to focus on all three
traditional pillars of Lent, rather than just fasting.
I encourage everyone to deepen their prayer by
making a promise to attend either Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament for one hour every Tuesday during
Lent or the Way of the Cross every Friday at 7:00 am
or every Saturday at 4:00 pm during Lent (in addition
to attending Sunday Mass, of course), or choosing a
book in the Bible, reading a chapter daily during Lent
and truly meditating upon the meaning for 15 minutes.
With regards to almsgiving, may I suggest that you
give an extra $5 this Lent 2025. Increasing your
weekly Sunday offering by as much as your means
allows ($5, $10, $15, etc.) from the 1st Sunday of Lent
through Palm Sunday will help us on our way to
breaking even financially this fiscal year.

As you may have noticed, we have not been
reaching our weekly Sunday offertory goal of $9,250
every week. And I understand that it may seem like
you only hear from me to make an appeal for money,
but please understand that this is part of the nature of
the Operations Director position and wanting to
maintain a financially sound parish. As the Gospel says
today, we must begin with ourselves before looking at
our brother/sister. Therefore, I am pledging to donate
the first $1,000 to the Easter collection should the
weekly Sunday offertory goal be met from the 1%
Sunday of Lent through Palm Sunday. Let's make
a conscious effort to increase that Sunday collection
amount and get a high-five.

While I understand that not everyone can
increase their weekly Sunday offering, every dollar or
five counts! Every sacrifice and effort made to increase
our Sunday collection this Lent is admirable and
greatly appreciated. God bless the cheerful giver and
all of you for your generosity and support of
St. Faustina Kowalska Parish. May we all increase our
time in church, increase our weekly Sunday offerings,
and decrease in weight by fasting this Lent!

- Celena Strader,
Operations Director
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Our REF Family Mass is today, March 9", at
10:30 am!

Our REF Program will meet for class this
Wednesday, March 12™, at 6:30 pm. In addition,
there will be a Lenten reconciliation service for REF
students in the church. Parents are encouraged to
attend.

Please note that the retreat for
Confirmation students and their sponsors will
take place this Saturday, March 15, from 8:30 am
to 12:00 pm in Ward Hall!

A reminder to all parents who have not yet
paid their tuition in full that the final payment was
due January 31%.

Maria Horbal, REF Program Coordinator

C,%M gm’[a’ O fews

Tickets for the Ladies Guild Leprechaun’s Loot
Lottery Cash Raffle are available this weekend.
Tickets are $10 each and only 100 are sold. The holder
of the ticket matching the last two digits of the Illinois
Lottery Evening Pick 3 on St. Patrick’'s Day, Monday,
March 17", takes home $500! Representatives of the
Ladies Guild will be in the back of the church and will
be happy to sell you a ticket!

On March 11", our regular bunco session will
take place in the JPII Hall in the Parish Center. No
reservations or experience needed, sign-up begins at
6:30 pm, and games begin at 7:00 pm. $10 to play,
enjoy complimentary soft drinks, water and coffee and
treats supplied by the Guild and players. Cash prizes
and a split-the-pot raffle add to the fun! Questions can
be directed to Andrea Hoffman at 773-581-0816 or
Andi Pocica at 773-610-5686.

oty O lame Seciety O fews

Just a reminder that there will be a general
meeting for all Holy Name Society members this
Thursday, March 13%, at 7:00 pm in Ward Hall.

Building Maintenance Fund Collection
The second collection taken up at all
Masses next weekend, March 15™-16", is
designated for the parish  building ‘?‘
=

maintenence fund. May God reward you all for
your support and generosity to this collection.
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Boy Scout Troop 671
Manuel Flores'

Eagle Scout Project:
Seeing the Future of Scouting
Donate eyeglasses today
for recycling!

March 1% - April 1%, 2025
Please donate eyeglasses
(prescription, bifocals, or sunglasses)
to support the Lions of Illinois

Foundation in their mission to help
m those in need of a pair of eyeglasses
and to assist Life Scout Manuel
Flores earn the rank of Eagle Scout.
Eyeglasses may be placed in the

DO container located by the main church
entrance.

OO0
\OAD),

Lenten Devotions
Everyone is invited to join us and participate in
the following devotions in our parish throughout the
season of Lent:

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Tuesday
after the 8:30 am Mass until 7:00 pm
Way of the Cross
Friday at 7:00 am
& Saturday at 4:00 pm

organized by the Guadalupana Committee

March 15t & 16th, 2025

after all the weekend Masses

In honor of St. Patrick & St. Joseph,
there will be freshly baked
Irish Soda Bread, Zeppole, Hoska,
and a variety of other delicious pastries!

All proceeds to help offset costs of the parish
Our Lady of Guadalupe Las Mananitas Celebration in December
and future Evangelization Event(s)

. The Guadalupana Committee welcomes _

mre
any and all bakery donations. %h@ &
If youwould like to donate a bakeditem, - ) “
- please call Lupe at 773-949-4390. v &b
4

ity
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Archer Avenue St. Patrick’s Day Parade -
March 15

The Chicago Working Families’ Archer Avenue
St. Patrick’s Day Parade will take place on Saturday,
March 15%, 2025 with Chicago Police Officers Enrique
Martinez, James Crowley, Luis Huesca, and Areanah
Preston, as well as Chicago Firefighters Jermaine Pelt,
Lt.Kevin Ward, Lt. Jan Tchoryk, and EMT Andrew Price
as the Honorary Grand Marshals. Staging will be at
Byrne Elementary School at 11:00 am. The parade will
step off at 12:00 Noon down Archer Ave., from Oak
Park Ave. east to Merrimac Ave. (Expect Archer Ave. to
be closed for a time for this event on Saturday, so plan
getting to your destination/appointments accordingly).
All who wish to be a wee bit Irish for the day are
welcome to attend!

(Smw % 6}7%»

The next Seniors Club meeting will be on
Monday, March 17% - St. Patrick’s Day. We will be
having a Spring Cleaning Raffle. Please bring in new,
unused cleaning products (e.g., floor cleaners,
detergents, sponges, gloves, etc.) and anything that
has to do with cleaning. It's a quick moving raffle, so
there will be time for bingo afterwards. We will be
serving a shack of Irish soda bread and Hoska to
celebrate St. Patrick and St. Joseph.

As always, the meeting will be held in the
St. John Paul II Hall of the St. Faustina Kowalska
Parish Center, located at 5201 S. McVicker Ave. There
is ample parking in the church lot. Doors open at
9:45 am and meeting starts at 10:30 am. Door fee will
be $5. Please direct any questions to Laura at
773-656-4564. Hope to see you there!

‘Archdiocese of Chicago s
CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

*SPRING CEMETERY CL

March 15" - March 31°

Please remove all decoratlon‘fs:.
BEFORE March 15™.
Spring/Summer decorations may be
placed starting April 1. )

! d
*SPRING & SUMMER wsmdéa

March 1> - October 15

CEMETERY VISITING HOURS
8:00 am - 7:00 pm, 7 days a week

< MAUSOLEUM VISITING HOUﬁ

9:00 am - 6:00 pm, 7 days a week.

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday, 8:30 am - 4:00 rﬁ;;‘

© Saturday, 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
" .Closed Sundays
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Everyone is invited
for a

Lenten Reflection Weekend

with

Father James Kubicki, S.J.
March 22" & 23"

Father James Kubicki, S.J. was born
and raised in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He
entered the Jesuit Order in 1971 and was
ordained in 1983. He has worked on Native
American reservations in South Dakota and
was the national director of the Apostleship of
Prayer from 2003-2017. He is the author of
two books: "A Heart on Fire: Rediscovering
Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus" and
"A Year of Daily Offerings: Giving Your Life to
God One Day at a Time."

Father Kubicki currently serves as a
spiritual director at St. Francis de Sales, the
Archdiocesan Seminary in Milwaukee, while
giving retreats, parish missions, and talks
around the country. Since 2006 he has also
been a regular presence on Relevant Radio.

Lenten Reflection Weekend
Dates & Times:
Saturday, March 22 at 4:30 pm Mass
Sunday, March 23 at the 7:30 am Mass
& 10:30 am Mass

St. Faustina Kowalska Parish
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The Vicar for Deacons of the Archdiocese of Chicago
816 Marengo Ave
Forest Park, Illinois 60130
708.366.8900
"Whom shall I send? Who will go for us?
'Here I am, send me!”” — Isaiah 6:8
Have you ever considered the call to be a
Deacon of the Catholic Church? Join us at one of four
Inquiry Evenings:
March 26, 7 p.m. at All Saints Parish,
8523 Georgiana Ave, Morton Grove
April 23, 7 p.m. at the Diaconate Office,
816 Marengo Ave., Forest Park
May 13, 7 p.m. at St. Alexander Parish,
7025 W. 126th St., Palos Heights
June 11 7 p.m. via Zoom
The sessions will provide an overview of the
Deacon Formation Program, the application process
and information on the ministry of a deacon. Men,
single or married, are invited to attend. Wives are
strongly encouraged to accompany their husbands to
the meetings.
For more information and to register for one of
the sessions, contact the Office of the Diaconate at
(708) 366-8900.

2025 Annual Catholic Appeal
Together at the table

Our parish is conducting
our campaign for the Annual
Catholic Appeal. Please remember
that the Annual Catholic Appeal
is much different than a one-time
special collection. It is a pledge ||
campaign where you can make a &
gift payable in installments.

The new Annual Catholic Appeal theme,
“Together we bring hope,” is an important theme as
we prayerfully consider our support for the Appeal but
also important for embracing the life that the Lord
wants us to live. Each pledge makes a difference! All
parish communities participate in the campaign and
the gifts of many enable our parishes, schools and
ministries to deliver needed services. Thank you for
your prayerful consideration and generous response.
To make your gift, you can complete the mail-in giving
envelope available at church or make a gift online at.
Our parish goal this year as set by the Archdiocese of
Chicago is $37,198. Thank you for your generosity!




Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:
‘We cried to the LORD, the God of our fathers,
and he heard our cry.” (Dt 26:7)

Psalm:
Be with me, Lord, when | am in trouble. (Ps 91)

' THE SIGN OF

Second Reading: ,
For, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and THE CROSS
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, et
you will be saved. (Rom 10:9)

Gospel:

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus returned from the Jordan
and was led by the Spirit into the desert for forty days,
to be tempted by the devil. (Lk 4:1-2)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,

International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. Devotions, Explained!

Christians have been making
the sign of the cross since

Live The Liturgy ancient times. It is not only
Inspiration of the Week

an important component

of formal liturgies and

Jesus is desperately hungry when the devil sacramental rites, but also

tells him to turn stone into bread. But his a daily devotional practice
divine will is stronger than the weakness of whereby the faithful invoke the
his human body, and he resists the devil. In blessing and protection

this season of fasting and self-denial, let’s of God.

remember Jesus’ strength.

Prayer of ldentity
Observances for the week of

Dear God,
March 9! 2025 Claim me as Your own.
Sunday: 1st Sunday of Lent; Daylight Saving Time begins When | lose my way, remind
Next Sunday: 2nd Sunday of Lent me that | am Yours.

When I'm plagued with doubt,
fill me with Your love.

Amen.

©LPi SUNDAY, MARCH 9, 2025 1ST SUNDAY OF LENT
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(PRACTICING)

CATHOLIC

Mini Reflection: The devil knows that Jesus is human, so he
uses all the best tricks he has for getting humans to break.

The devil will try these things with us, too — this Lent, and
throughout our lives. But how can we resist? We’re only human.
What do we have that the devil doesn’t have?

What the Devii Doesn’t Have

The devil knows all the rules. The devil knows all the Bible
verses. He probably knows them better than you do (certainly
better than | do).

He knows them so well that here, in today’s Gospel, he thinks
he can outsmart the Son of God. He thinks he can
out-argue him.

See, the thing you need to know about the devil is that he
could have a master’s degree in theology. Maybe even a
doctorate. But have you ever met a master’s student, or even
a doctoral one, who doesn’t have a particular passion for what
they’re studying? | sure have.

The devil didn’t rebel against God because he didn’t
understand God’s will. He rebelled because he understood
God’s will perfectly — and he didn’t like it.

The devil knows that Jesus is human, and so in today’s Gospel
he employs all the very best tricks he has for getting humans
to break. Physical hunger. Insecurity and a desire for power.
The yearning to appear learned and wise.

The devil will try these things with us, too — this Lent, and
throughout our lives.

It doesn’t work with Jesus, because, of course, Jesus is not just
human. He can feel temptation, but he will not submit to it. But
how are we supposed to do the same? We're not divine. We're
just human.

Well, here’s the thing. We may be only human, but as
Christians, we have a secret weapon. (No, it’s not a master’s
degree in theology. Some of you may have that, but it probably
doesn’t make you holier.)

We have a love of what the devil has renounced — those things
belonging solely to God. Truth. Joy. Humility.
Sanctifying sacrifice.

Let the love of those things carry you through this Lent,
and beyond.

— Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Why do we do that?
Catholic Life Explained

Question:

After attending our parish retreat
and feeling much better and
stronger about my faith, | want to
make this Lent worthwhile. What
can | do to keep the spirit and
practice of Lent?

Answer:

Vnir’va alroady talckan +
Tvu voe Jdil Uy Ltuncil o

by going on the parish retreat. |
important for us to “tune up” our
faith, taking some time to renew
ourselves through prayer, meditation
and education. By deepening our
knowledge and understanding of
faith, we are often better attuned to
its richness and meaning for our life.

o firct ct
i 111 oL oL

Lent is an intense retreat, a
forty-day period of reflection

and penance that prepares us

to celebrate the passion, death

and resurrection of Christ. Our
communication with God and our
awareness of him is the purpose

of prayer. Setting aside extra time
each day helps intensify the season.
Prayer includes daily Mass, Stations
of the Cross, communal penance
services and private confession.
Making restitution for sin as well as
disciplining our hearts and minds
to focus on God is the purpose of
penance. It helps us restore a sense
of balance to our souls, thrown

off kilter by sin. Penance includes
personal sacrifice, self-denial,
fasting, almsgiving and charitable
WOrKks.

Finally, spiritual practices help

us sharpen our understanding

and insight into the meaning and
understanding of our faith. When
you take your faith seriously, you do
what is necessary to follow Jesus
more closely, to integrate your life
and your faith more carefully.

1ST SUNDAY OF LENT
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As a parish, we strive to be good stewards of our
resources. Many families have moved away from
envelopes and are now using Faith Direct to fulfill their
generous stewardship commitments to our parish and the
wider Church through electronic donations. We have also
found that many are not using their envelopes that we
mail out. (The parish mailed out on average 1,237
envelope packets bimonthly in 2024, and the average
number of envelopes returned at Sunday Masses in 2024
was 384. That's just 31% of parish families using their
envelopes.) Help us to reduce our envelope and postage
expense and at the same time support us in a secure and
convenient way by enrolling with Faith Direct.

It's easy to get started. Here are the ways to sign up:
- Visit faith.direct/IL784

- Call Faith Direct Customer Service at E E
1-866-507-8757

- Scan the QR code given here — T

- Text "Enroll" to 1-773-729-1454 B
Thank you and may God bless you e
for your generosity. E

CLoeetly Clfoing, = Tgadhiawo Sffaia
3/7-2/2025
Weekly Budgeted Amount - $9,250.00
Collection Amount
Mass Time Number of Envelopes Envelopes + Loose Money
4:30pm 80 $1,755.00
7:30am 47 $947.00
9:00am 97 $1,864.00
10:30am 69 $1,602.00
12:30pm 51 $1,267.00
7:00pm 27 $726.00
Mailed-In Env 50 $493.00
E-Giving/Text-to-Give 10 $298.00
TOTAL 431 $8,952.00
Weekly Over/(Under) Budgeted Amount- ($298.00)
FYTD Over/(Under) Budgeted Amount- ($22,915.00)
Energy Fund - $4,260

Jako parafia staramy sie by¢ dobrymi szafarzami
naszych zasobow. Wiele rodzin zrezygnowato z niedzielnych
kopert i korzysta teraz z Faith Direct, aby wypetni¢ swoje
hojne zobowigzanie wobec naszej parafii i szerszego
Kosciota poprzez datki elektroniczne. OdkryliSmy réwniez,
ze wiele osdb nie korzysta z kopert, ktdre wysytamy poczta.
(Parafia wysytata okoto 1,237 paczek z kopertami co dwa
miesigce w 2024 roku i jak dotad $rednia liczba kopert
zwroconych podczas niedzielnych Mszy $w. w ciggu roku
2024 wyniosta 384. To zaledwie 31% z wszystkich naszych
rodzin parafialnych, ktére korzystajg z kopert). Pomoéz nam
zmniejszy¢ nasze koszty zwigzane z drukowaniem
i wysytaniem kopert, a jednoczesnie wspieraj naszg parafie
w bezpieczny i wygodny sposob, rejestrujgc sie z Faith
Direct.

Rozpoczecie jest fatwe. Oto sposoby rejestracji:

- Odwiedz strone Faith.direct/IL784
- Zadzwon do dziatu obstugi klienta Faith Direct pod numer
1-866-507-8757
- Zeskanuj kod QR podany tutaj — E E
- Wyslij SMS o tresci ,Enroll” pod numer  wa=
1-773-729-1454

Dzigkujemy i niech Bog Wam btogostawi

za kazdg okazang hojnosc.

St. Faustina Kowalska Parish

March 9, 2025

Vigil Candles

For twenty-four hours a day, two candles burn
at either side of the tabernacle and two more before
the Our Lady of Fatima statue. The candles represent
our presence and our prayer in a holy place. If you
would like to, you may sponsor two vigil candles at the
tabernacle or two vigil candles before the Our Lady of
Fatima statue. The suggested offering to sponsor one
candle is $10. Offerings for the vigil candles can be
made in a plain envelope from home and placed
together with your Sunday offering or dropped through
the mail slot of the parish office. Please remember to
write your name, address and telephone on the
envelope, the number of candles and which candles
you are sponsoring. Candles may be offered in honor
of a child being baptized or receiving First Holy
Communion, a couple getting married, or someone
who is ill. Candles may also be offered in memory of a
beloved deceased individual. May the Mother of God
through the Merciful Jesus intercede many favors for
everyone. Proceeds from these vigil candles will be
used towards liturgical vestments, hosts, candles and
further renovation of the sacristy.

A" ‘, =
$10 - O'Reilly Family
(In memory of +Carol Smigielski)
$10 - Anonymous
(Special Intention)
$20 - Hoffman Family
(In memory of +Walter Kiebles)
$20 - Bogusfawa Sienkiewicz
(O zdrowie i btogostawieristwo Boze dla
Heleny i Pawta Zaleski)
$100 - Marianna Koniecko
(O zdrowie i btogostawieristwo Boze
dla Marianny i Jozefa Koniecko oraz
roazin Goldman, Clifford, Gracki i Koniecko)

Swiece Wigilijne

Przez 24 godziny na dobe ptong przy
tabernakulum i figurze Matki Bozej Fatimskiej Swiece
wigilijne. Swiece reprezentujg naszg obecnos$¢ i nasza
modlitwe w Swietym miejscu. Jezeli masz pragnienie
mozesz sponsorowa¢ 2 S$wiece wigilijne przy
tabernakulum lub 2 $wiece wigilijne przy figurze Matki
Bozej Fatimskiej. Sugerowana ofiara za jedng $wiece
jest $10. Na zwyczajnej kopercie mozna napisaé swoje
imie i nazwisko, numer telefonu, rodzaj i iloS¢ Swiec,
ktdre masz pragnienie sponsorowac. Mozna napisac imie
dziecka ochrzczonego, imig dziecka ktdre przystepuje do
Pierwszej Komunii $w., 0sob zawierajgcych matzenstwo,
osoby chorej lub przyjmujgcej inny sakrament. Mozna tez
umiesci¢ imie osoby zmartej. Koperty mozna zwréci¢ do
biura parafialnego, do zakrystii lub wrzuci¢ wraz z kolektg
do koszyka. Niech Matka Boza u Jezusa Mitosiernego
wyprosi wszystkim wiele task. Dochdd z ptongcych Swiec
bedzie przeznaczony na szaty liturgiczne, hostie, $wiece
i dalszy remont zakrystii.



9 Marzec, 2025 Parafia Sw. Faustyny Kowalskiej Strona 9

What do the purple ribbons around the church mean?

On Monday, March 3", our altar servers tied purple ribbons around the trees and poles on the
premises of St. Faustina Kowalska parish. Placing these ribbons around our trees or on our homes serve as a
reminder of Christ’s passion, sovereignty and resurrection.

When our neighbors see our purple ribbons, they understand that this is a home where penance and
reflection is being observed. We are letting them know that we are Catholic and not afraid!

When we see our own ribbons, we are reminded, for the next 40 days, of our willingness to do
penance, repentance and renewal. The purple ribbons are a powerful and visual symbol that invites us, the
faithful, to reflect on our spiritual lives and prepare for the celebration of Easter.

When we walk or drive through our neighborhood, we see a community expressing its unity.
A unifying aspect of the Lenten season shared across all cultures. This shared experience helps to build an
environment where we can encourage and support one another with our spiritual discipline.

As we see the purple ribbons around our neighborhood, we are reminded to turn our hearts towards
God and the mystery of redemption that Lent prepares us to celebrate.

., Co oznaczaja fioletowe wstazki?

W poniedziatek przed Srodg Popielcowg nasi ministranci przywigzali fioletowe wstazki do drzew
i stupdbw wokédt kosciota Sw. Faustyny. Umieszczenie tych wstgzek na drzewach i domach stuzy jako
przypomnienie o mece Chrystusa i suwerennosci, ktorg uzyskat poprzez swoje cierpienie i zmartwychwstanie.

Poprzez fioletowe wstazki na naszych domach, dajemy sgsiadom do zrozumiejg, ze jest to dom,
w ktdrym przezywa sie czas pokuty i refleksji. Dajemy im znac, ze jesteSmy katolikami i nie boimy sie!

Przez nastepne 40 dni fioletowe wstazki bedg przypomina¢ nam o potrzebie pokuty, skruchy i odnowy.
Fioletowe wstgzki to mocny i wizualny symbol, ktéry zacheca nas, wiernych, do refleksji nad naszym zyciem
duchowym i przygotowania sie do obchodéw Wielkanocy.

Spacerujac lub przejezdzajac przez nasza okolicg, zobaczymy wspdlnote wyrazajgca swojg jednosc.
Jednoczacy aspekt okresu Wielkiego Postu, wspdlny dla wielu kultur. To wspolne doswiadczenie pomaga
ébudovr_ac' Srodowisko wsparcia, w ktéorym mozemy zacheca¢ sie nawzajem poprzez naszg duchowg

yscypline.

Widzac fioletowe wstazki wokdt naszej okolicy, bedziemy przypominaé sobie, ze mamy zwrdci¢ nasze
serca w strone Boga i tajemnicy odkupienia, oczekujgc Niedzieli Zmartwychwstania do ktdérej przygotowuje

nas Wielki Post.
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Drodzy Parafianie i Przyjaciele,

Celem Zycia
chrzescijanskiego jest Swietos¢,
czyli Zjednoczenie
z Tréjjedynym Bogiem
w mitosci. Przeszkoda

w zdobywaniu $wietosci jest
grzech, ktéry ma swoje zrodto
w uleganiu réznorakim pokusom
podsuwanym przez diabta.
Najbardziej jest w  nas
atakowany gtéd chwaty, czutosci, mitosci oraz
komfortu, wygody i zabezpieczenia.

Dzieki temu, ze diabet kusit Jezusa, wiemy,
co oferuje nam i co w nas samych jest najbardziej
~wygtodniate”. Jezeli wraz z Jezusem zostaliSmy
ochrzczeni w Duchu Swietym, to Duch poprowadzi nas
na spotkanie z pokusami, ktorych nigdy nie zabraknie
W naszym zyciu. Kuszenie Jezusa jest wewnetrzng
walkg i zejsciem na poziom ludzkich zagrozen, by
podzwigng¢ cztowieka. Jednoczesnie ostrzega przed
najbardziej podstawowymi probami. Po pierwsze,
bedziemy kuszeni, aby mierzy¢ nasze zycie raczej
miarg ludzkiego dostatku, anizeli stowa Bozego.
Po drugie, bedziemy kuszeni, by nawet duchowe dary
obréci¢c na wtasng chwate, a nie na chwate Boga
i braci. Po trzecie, bedziemy kuszeni, by osigga¢ dobre
cele postepujgc ,na skroty”. Jesli mamy unikngc
nieszcze$¢, bedacych konsekwencjg ulegania pokusom,
musimy wraz z Jezusem schroni¢ sie na pustyni stowa
Bozego.

Pokusa namawia nas, pocigga i kierunkuje na
zto. Zwykle jednak zto uobecnione w pokusie nie jest
na poczatku wyrazne. Najczesciej kuszony uswiadamia
je sobie tylko mgliscie, zawsze bowiem pojawia sie ono
w przebraniu jakiego$ dobra. Pokusa rzadko wiec
uderza w rzecz zakazang bezposrednio. Najczesciej
staje na drodze jako fatwy sposéb zaspokojenia
autentycznej potrzeby, ktdra nieoczekiwanie tgczy sie
Z rzeczg zakazang. Tak bylo w pierwszym kuszeniu,
ktérego opis mamy w Ksiedze Rodzaju. Kuszona przez
weza Ewa widzi, ze zakazany owoc ,jest rozkoszg dla
oczu” (Rdz 3,6).

Kuszenie moze mie¢ znaczenie zar6Gwno
pozytywne, jak i negatywne. Jezusa prowadzi na
pustynie Duch, ktéry ksztattuje w Nim postawe
postuszenstwa wobec woli Ojca. Ale za Duchem idzie
diabet, krzewiciel niepostuszenstwa i adwokat
oparcia sie na wiasnej woli, oderwanej od woli Bozej.
Wprawdzie Duch i diabet majg udziat w jednym dziele,
to jednak chodzi im o rozne sprawy. Duch chce
potwierdzi¢ Boze synostwo Jezusa, natomiast diabet
chce Go odwiez¢ od petnienia woli Ojca.

Ewangelia pierwszej niedzieli Wielkiego Postu
przedstawia konfrontacje Jezusa z trzema pokusami
i trzy odniesione przez Niego zwyciestwa. Chrystus Pan
odrzuca wszystkie propozycje diabta. Jest wiec dla nas
wzorem, ale i wsparciem w chwilach kuszenia. Dlatego,

jak naucza $w. Jan Pawet II, ,Podczas czterdziestu dni
Wielkiego Postu wierzacy majg p6js¢ za Chrystusem na
‘pustynie’, by razem z Nim stawi¢ czota duchowi zta
i go pokona¢. Jest to wewnetrzna walka, ktdra
decyduje o ksztalcie naszego zycia. (...) Pokorna i ufna
modlitwa, umocniona przez post, pozwala przej$¢
nawet najtrudniejsze proby i daje odwage potrzebng,
by zlo zwycieza¢ dobrem”. I my, kiedy bedziemy
zabiega¢ o tgcznos¢, komunie z Chrystusem,
odniesiemy zwyciestwo, powtarzajgc za $w. Pawiem:
~Wszystko moge w tym, ktéry mnie umacnia”.

Serdecznie  zachecam do  skorzystania
z rozwazan wielkopostnych. Rozwazania w jezyku
angielskim poprowadzi Ks. Jim Kubicki z Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, znany dla wielu z ,Relevant Radio”;
rozwazania w jezyku Polskim poprowadzi ks. Pratat
Jerzy Karbownik, kustosz Bazyliki Matki Boskiej
Ostrobramskiej ze Skarzyska Kamiennej
w Polsce. Zachecam tez do udziatlu w nabozenstwach
wielkopostnych a szczegdlnie Drogi Krzyzowej.

Przy okazji skladam w imieniu nas wszystkich
najserdeczniejsze zyczenia urodzinowe i podziekowania
dla Pana Greg Truty, za koordynowanie nagran Mszy
Swietych i umieszczanie na naszym Facebook
i YouTube. Sktadam rowniez serdeczne Zzyczenia
urodzinowe Pani Jozefie Marusarz, ktora
bezinteresownie kazdego tygodnia wraz ze swoim
mezem Wiadystawem i Panstwem Anng i Jzefem Zon
sprzatajg nasz  kosciot. Réwniez  skladam
podziekowania Panstwu Zon i Panstwu Marusarz za
sponsorowanie  ogromnych  pudet na choinki
i dekoracje Swigteczne. Niech Mitosierny Pan wszystkim
hojnie btogostawi. Szczes$¢ Boze!

Ks. Tadeusz Dzieszko
Proboszcz

Wzor walki

Atak ztego ducha nastepuje zazwyczaj wtedy,
gdy jesteSmy u kresu sit. Wowczas pojawiajg sie
watpliwosci, czy aby na pewno Bdg nas kocha. Skoro
jesteSmy Jego dzie¢mi, dlaczego tyle trudnosci pojawia
sie w naszym zyciu? Dlaczego cierpimy? W ataku
szatana nawet stowo Boze jest uzyte, aby
przekonywaé, ze Bdg powinien sprawi¢ to, czego
pragniemy, a jesli tego nie czyni, to widocznie wcale
Mu na nas nie zalezy. Diabel przypuszcza tez frontalny
atak: Kto jest szczesliwy i ma wszystko, czego
zapragnie? Bogaty. A wiec walcz o dobrobyt! Te
pokusy nie dotyczyly wytacznie Jezusa. Zty podobnie
atakuje kazdego z nas.

Jezu zwycieski w walce z kusicielem, naucz
mnie uzywac oreza stowa Bozego do obrony przed
ztem, naucz mnie catkowitego zaufania Ojcu!
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Wielkopostne wyzwanie o zwiekszenie

niedzielnej ofiary
Podaruj ekstra piatke ($5) aby przybic piatke
w Wielkim Poscie 2025
5-go marga juz rozpoczelismy <,
Wielki Post Srodg Popielcowa!
I znowu ta pora roku, kiedy y \ﬁ,

proponuje wyzwanie o zwiekszenie
niedzielnej ofiary podczas Wielkiego
Postu! W okresie Wielkiego Postu
szukamy Pana w modlitwie, czytajac
Pismo Swiete; stluzymy dajac
jatmuzne; i ¢éwiczymy samokontrole poprzez post.
JesteSmy wezwani nie tylko do powstrzymywania sie
od luksusdbw w okresie Wielkiego Postu, ale do
prawdziwego wewnetrznego nawrocenia serca, gdy
staramy sie wierniej wypetnia¢ wole Chrystusa.
Zachecam wszystkich parafian do aktywnego udziatu
i skupienia sie na wszystkich trzech tradycyjnych
filarach Wielkiego Postu, ktorymi sg modlitwa, post
i jatmuzna, a nie tylko na poscie.

Zachecam wszystkich do pogtebienia modlitwy,
sktadajac obietnice uczeszczania na godzinng Adoracje
Najswietszego Sakramentu w kazdy wtorek w okresie
Wielkiego Postu lub na Droge Krzyzowg w kazdy pigtek
w okresie Wielkiego Postu (oprocz oczywiscie
uczeszczania na Msze $w. w kazdg niedziele) lub
wybierajgc  ksiege biblijng, czytajgc jeden rozdziat
codziennie w czasie Wielkiego Postu i prawdziwie
rozmyslajac nad jej znaczeniem przez 15 minut. Jesli
chodzi o jatmuzne, sugeruje, aby$ podwyzszyt ofiare
o $5 w Wielkim Poscie 2025 r. Podwyzszenie
cotygodniowej ofiary niedzielnej o tyle, na ile
pozwalajg wasze S$rodki ($5, $10, $15 itd.) od
Pierwszej Niedzieli Wielkiego Postu do Niedzieli
Palmowej pomoze nam na drodze do osiggniecia
rownowagi finansowej w tym roku podatkowym.

Jak by¢ moze zauwazyliScie, my nie osiggamy
nasz cel w zakresie cotygodniowych niedzielnych ofiar
w wysokosci o $9,250. Rozumiem, ze moze sie
wydawac, ze styszycie ode mnie tylko wtedy kiedy,
apeluje o pienigdze, ale prosze, zrozumcie, ze jest to
czescia stanowiska dyrektora operacyjnego
i finansowego oraz checi utrzymania parafii w dobrej
kondycji finansowej. Jak méwi dzisiejsza Ewangelia,
musimy zaczg¢ od siebie, zanim spojrzymy na naszego
brata/siostre. Dlatego tez obiecuje przekazac pierwsze
$1,000 dolarow na kolekte Wielkanocng, jesli
cotygodniowy cel niedzielnych ofiar zostanie osiggniety
od 1 niedzieli Wielkiego Postu do Niedzieli Palmowej.
Podejmijmy  $wiadomy wysitek, aby zwiekszy¢
niedzielng kolekte i przybi¢ sobie wzajemnie pigtke.

Chociaz rozumiem, ze nie kazdy moze, liczy sie
kazdy dolar lub pigtka! Kazde pos$wiecenie i wysitek
wiozony w zwiekszenie naszej niedzielnej kolekty
w tym Wielkim Poscie jest godny podziwu i wielce
doceniany. Niech Bég btogostawi radosnemu darczyncy
oraz wszystkich za hojne wspieranie naszej parafii sw.
Faustyny Kowalskiej. Obysmy sie wiecej modlili, poscili
i z Bozg pomocg podwyzszyli nasze cotygodniowe
ofiary niedzielne w tym Wielkim Poscie!

- Celina Strader, Dyrektor od Spraw
Operacyjnych i Finansowych
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Jezus, ktory cierpiat i byt kuszony,
moze nam poma&c w naszych
pokusach. Smiato wiec zblizmy sie
do tronu taski i mitosierdzia,
aby otrzymac pomoc.

|

Mysli bt. Jakuba Alberionego na Wielki Post :;:
CENTRO DI SPIRITUALITA PAOLINA  ROMA Q,

Co nam daje post?

Post najczesciej kojarzy nam sie
z powstrzymywaniem sie od spozywania pokarmow
miesnych, stodyczy i z rezygnacja z pewnych
ulubionych rzeczy. Jest to jednak co$ znacznie wiecej,
warto zastanowi¢ sie, co daje on nam w Zyciu
duchowym. Poszczenie to nie tylko podejmowanie
wyrzeczen, powinno sie ono okazac praktyka zblizajacay
nas do Boga. Szczegdlne znaczenie dla duchowosci
cztowieka majg: post, jatmuzna i modlitwa.

JPost oczyszcza dusze, osSwieca umyst,
podporzadkowuje ciato duchowi, podtrzymuje serce
ciche i pokorne, rozprasza chmury pozadania, gasi
ptomien rozwigztosci i zapala ptomien prawdziwej
czystosci” — napisat $w. Augustyn. Swiety Piotr
Chryzolog natomiast podkreslit: ,Post jest dusza
modlitwy, a mitosierdzie jest sitg napedowag postu.
A wiec jesli modlisz sie, to powinienes$ tez posci¢; jesli
poscisz, to jednocze$nie okazuj innym mitosierdzie.
Jezeli chcesz, aby twoja modlitwa zostata wystuchana,
wystuchaj présb innych ludzi. Jesli nie zamkniesz
swoich uszu na innych, to otworzysz ucho Boga na
ciebie”. A zatem post, ktory podejmujemy, jest przede
wszystkim  znakiem naszej mitosci do Boga.
Czlowiekowi gtebokiej wiary post daje umocnienie
duchowe. Dzisiejszy cztowiek zyje bardzo aktywnie
i jesli uda mu sie jakos te aktywno$¢ ograniczy¢, to juz
bedzie to dla niego jakag$ formg postu. Czas postu to
zatem nie tylko praktyki zewnetrzne podejmowane dla
naszego dobrego samopoczucia, ale przede wszystkim
okazja do pogtebienia wiezi duchowej z Bogiem.
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Msza Radiowa z parafii Sw. Faustyny
Serdecznie zapraszamy szczegdlnie

osoby chore, do stuchania i uczestniczenia

(()) w Mszy Swietej radiowej, nadawanej
z naszego Kosciola $w. Faustyny
Kowalskiej, w kazdg niedziele, o godz.

11:00 rano za posrednictwem Stacji

WEUR 1490AM, ktdrg sponsoruje Anna i Tomasz
Wojdyta, wtasciciele LONE TREE MANOR BANQUETS.

9 Marzec, 2025

Adoracja Najswietszego Sakramentu
w kazdy wtorek od 9:30 am do 7:00 pm
3:00 pm wspoina modlitwa:
Koronka do Mifosierdzia Bozego
w jezyku polskim

Oddziat Skautow 671
Eagle Scout Projekt
Manuela Flores:
Widzenie przysziosci skautingu
Juz dzis przekaz okulary
do recyklingu!
1 marca - 1 kwietnia, 2025 r.

Pomdz Manuelowi Flores w zdobyciu
stopnia ,Eagle Scout” i Fundacji Lions

of Illinois w jej misji pomaganiu
ludziom potrzebujacych pare
okularow. Okulary - korekcyjne,

dwuogniskowe i przeciwstonecze -
mozna  zostawi¢ w  pojemniku

DO znajdujacy sie przy ghdwnym wejsciu
kosciota.

OO

Przystowia na tydzien
Gdy Franciszka z wichrem po polu hasa, moze
sypnac Sniegiem powyzej pasa.
Gdy mroz w marcu dnia dziesigtego, jeszcze
czterdziesci dni mrozu takiego.
Czterdziestu Meczennikéw jakich, czterdziesci dni
po nich takich.
Groch Swiety Grzegorz zasiewa, soczewicg Jakub
miewa.
V¥ tnQarcu, gdy sg grzmoty, uroénie zboze ponad
ptoty.
Gdy w marcu deszcz pada, wtedy rolnik biada, gdy
stonko jasnieje, to rolnik sie Smieje.

L e
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-
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,Jestem sw. Andrzej Bobola
— zacznijce mnie czci¢”

We wtorek, 11-go marca, bedziemy gosci¢ na
Mszy $w. o godz. 7:00 wieczorem ks. Krzysztofa Korcz,
proboszcza Sanktuarium $w. Andrzeja Boboli w Dudley
w Stanie Massachusetts. Ks. Krzysztof zakonczy
catodzienng adoracje Najéwietszego Sakramentu,
Nowenng do $w. Andrzeja Boboli Patrona Polski,
odprawi Msze $w. przez jego wstawiennictwo
w roznych potrzebach i wygtosi kazanie na temat tego
wielkiego i niezwyktego $wietego. Na korfcu Mszy $w.
ks. Krzysztof udzieli btogostawiefstwa relikwiami
$w. Andrzeja Boboli. W zwigzku z tym Nowenna do
Matki Bozej Nieustajgcej Pomocy, zostanie przesunieta
na wtorek 18-go marca. Bardzo serdecznie zapraszamy
wszystkich na to nabozenstwo i spotkanie.

Droga Krzyzowa

W  czasie  Wielkiego  Postu
serdecznie zapraszamy na Nabozenstwo
Drogi Krzyzowej w kazdy piatek w jezyku
polskim o godz. 7:00 wieczorem. g%
Bezposrednio po Nabozenstwie Drogi §
Krzyzowej o godz. 7:00 wieczorem bedzie
odprawiona Msza $w. w jezyku polskim.

Gorzkie Zale

_ Serdecznie zapraszamy na Nabozenstwo Gorzkich
Zali w kazdg niedziele Wielkiego Postu 0 godz. 12:00
po potudniu (przed Msza sw. o godz. 12:30 po potudniu).

DOSTEPNE TERAZ!

Reklamy drukowane
i internetowe

Zbuduj swoj biznes i pom6z nam rozwijac tetniaca zyciem

spotecznosé wiary!
Mark Olech z LPI, naszej drukarni
biuletynéw, w nadchodzacych [ YOUR
tygodniach bedzie dostarczat nowe AD

reklamy dla naszego ko$ciota. Jako
wartosciowy cztonek spotecznosci
biznesowej zapraszamy Cig do
poszerzenia zasiegu i rozwijania
swojej firmy dzieki reklamie
drukowanej w naszym biuletynie
parafialnym i/lub reklamie
internetowej na ParishesOnline.com.

Mark Olech
(800) 888-4574 x5965 ‘
molech@4lpi.com
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Fundusz na utrzymanie Budynkow Parafialnych
: Kopertki przeznaczone na utrzymanie
budynkéw parafialnych beda zbierane podczas
drugiej kolekty na kazdej Mszy $w. w przyszig
niedziele, 16-go marcia. Niech Bég Wam
wynagrodzi za wasze wsparcie i hojnos¢ na ten cel.

% SPRZEDAZ
WYPIEKOW

organizowane przez Komitet Guadalupany

15¢20 j 162° Marca, 2025 r.

po wszysthkich Mszach sw.

Na czes$¢ sw. Patryka i $w. Jozefa,
bedzie Swiezy wypiekany irlandzki
chleb sodowy, zeppole, hoska
i inne réznorodne pyszne wypieki!

Caly dochod jest przeznaczony na pokrycie kosztow zwigzane
z celebracjg Uroczystosci Matki BoZej z Guadalupe w grudniu.

Komitet Guadalupana chetnie przyjmie
wszelkie darowizny na rzecz piekarni. i)
Jesli chcesz podarowaé wypieki, zadzwoin = o
do Lupe pod numer 773-949-4390.

Cmentarze Katolickie | b
Archidiecezji Chicago i)

" *WIOSENNE SPRZATANII

15 marca — 31 marca ,
Prosimy o usunigcie wszystki
PRZED 15-go marca.
Dekoracje wiosenno-letnie mozna
umieszczac od 1-go kwietnia.

“WIOSENNO-LETNIE GODZINY GA
-go marca - 15-go padzdziernika

GODZINY BIURA
Poniedziatek - Pigtek, 8:30 am
« Sobota, 9:00 am - 1:00 pm

- ' Niedziela, Nieczynne

Sakrament Bierzmowania 2025

W niedziele, 16-go marca, o godz. 3:00 po
potudniu nowo-konsekrowany Ks. Biskup Robert Fedek
udzieli Sakramentu Bierzmowania dla miodziezy
z Polskiej Szkoty ks. Stanistawa Cholewinskiego.
Bardzo prosimy wszystkich o modlitwe w  intencji
miodziezy aby kierujac sie Swiatelm Ducha Swietego
wzrastata w tasce u Boga i u ludzi.

W ubiegfta niedziele,

| miata miejsce Msza sw.
dla Wydziatu Podhalanek
im. Heleny
Marusarzowny pod
patronatem sw. Anny,
przy Zwigzku Podhalan
w Ameryce Pofnocnej,
Z okazji dorocznego
spotkania
sprawozdawczo-
wyborczego.
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Serdecznie zapraszamy
na

Rekolekcje Wielkopostne

ktore poprowadzi

Ks. Pratat Jerzy Karbownik
23 - 26 marca 2025 r.

Serdecznie zapraszamy na Rekolekcje
Wielkopostne w  jezyku polskim, ktére
poprowadzi Ks. Pratat  Jerzy Karbownik,
kustosz Bazyliki i Sanktuarium  Matki
Bozej Ostrobramskiej ze Skarzyska
Kamiennej, z diecezji radomskiej. Rekolekcje
rozpoczng sie w niedziele 23-go marca.
Ksigdz  rekolekcjonista  wygtosi  kazania
rekolekcyjne podczas wszystkich Mszy Sw.
o godz. 9:00 rano, 12:30 po potudniu
i 0 7:00 wieczorem. Nabozenstwo Gorzkich
Zali bedzie odprawione o godz. 12:00
w potudnie. W poniedziatek, wtorek i Srode,
czyli 24, 25 i 26-go marca, Msze Sw.
z kazaniem rekolekcyjnym beda odprawione
o0 godz. 9:00 rano i o 7:00 wieczorem.
Ks. Pratat wygtosi rowniez nauki stanowe: dla
kobiet w poniedziatek po Mszy wieczornej, we
wtorek dla mezczyzn po Mszy wieczornej
i w Srode dla mtodziezy réwniez po Mszy
wieczornej. Mozliwo$¢ spowiedzi u Ksiedza
Pratata bedzie na pét godziny przed kazda
Mszg Swieta.

Niech Jezus Mifosierny wszystkich bfogostawi
i poprzez przeZyte rekolekcje pomoze dobrze
przygotowac sie do Swigt Wielkanocnych!

dh
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO n&ﬂ

Wikariusz ds. diakonéw Archidiecezji Chicago
816 Marengo Ave
Forest Park, Illinois 60130
708.366.8900

~Kogo posle? Kto pojdzie za nami?

,Oto ja, poslij mnie!” — Izajasz 6:8

Czy kiedykolwiek rozwazateS powotanie na
diakona Kosciota katolickiego? Dotagcz do nas na
jednym z czterech wieczoréw pytan:

26 marca, godz. 19:00 w parafii All Saints,
8523 Georgiana Ave, Morton Grove
23 kwietnia, godz. 19:00 w biurze diakonatu,
816 Marengo Ave., Forest Park
13 maja, godz. 19:00 w parafii St. Alexander,
7025 W. 126th St., Palos Heights
11 czerwca, godz. 19:00 poprzez Zoom

Podczas sesji zostanie przedstawiony przeglad
programu formacji diakonéw, proces sktadania
wnioskéw i informacje na temat postugi diakona.
Zapraszamy mezczyzn, kawalerow i osoby zonate.
Zony sg zdecydowanie zachecane do towarzyszenia
swoim mezom na spotkaniach.

Aby uzyska¢ wiecej informacji i zapisac sie na
jedng z sesji, skontaktuj sie z Biurem Diakonatu pod
numerem (708) 366-8900.

Prosimy o ztoZenie ofiary na rzecz

Dorocznej Kwesty Katolickiej 2025 r.

W naszej parafii
prowadzona jest aktualnie
kampania na rzecz Dorocznej
Kwesty Katolickiej. Prosimy pa-
mieta¢, ze Doroczna Kwesta
Katolicka jest czym$ zupetnie
innym niz jednorazowq |
specjalng kolektg. Jest to
kampania, podczas ktdérej sktadane sg zobowigzania
finansowe, ktdre moga by¢ sptacane w ratach.

Temat Dorocznej Kwesty Katolickiej Razem
niesiemy nadzieje jest waznym tematem, kiedy
rozwazamy w modlitwie nasze wsparcie dla Kwesty, ale
takze waznym dla podijecia zycia, ktdrego Pan pragnie dla
nas. Kazde zobowigzanie ma znaczenie! Wszystkie
parafie archidiecezji uczestniczg w kampanii i to dzieki
darom ztozonym przez wiele osdb parafie, szkoty i wiele
duszpasterstw moze zapewniaé wiernym potrzebne
postugi i dzieta duszpasterskie. Dziekujemy za rozwazanie
swojej odpowiedzi na modlitwie i za hojng odpowiedz.

Aby zlozy¢ ofiare, prosimy o wypetnianie
zobowigzania znajdujgcego sie na kopercie (koperty
dostepnych w kosciele) lub zlozenie ofiary przez
Internet pod adresem: annualcatholicappeal.com.
Docelowa kwota wyznaczona dla naszej parafii na ten
rok jest $37,198. Bog zapta¢ za Waszg hojnos¢!




Pwvith Infatmation -

Baptism

The sacrament of Baptism is administered in English
and Polish. Due to the pandemic situation, we do not
have group baptisms. Only one child is permitted to
be baptized in a single event. Parents are required to
attend a baptismal preparation class prior to the
planned date of the child's baptism. Please contact
the parish office to register your child for Baptism.

Reconciliation

We invite you to take advantage of the sacrament of
reconciliation every Saturday from 3:30 to 4:15 pm.
You must sanitize your hands and wear a mask for
confession.

Marriage

The Archdiocese of Chicago recommends that
individuals who plan to marry should contact the
parish office at least six months before the planned
wedding date. Please make it a priority to reserve
the date with the church first and then with other
vendors. Please contact one of the priests directly
Or the parish office as soon as possible.

Anointing of the Sick

Every first Saturday of the month after the 4:30 pm
Mass. Please contact the priest as soon as possible
to make arrangements in receiving this sacrament
in serious health crises. Do not delay arranging for
the sacrament of the anointing until the person is
unconscious or close to death.

Holy Communion for the sick/First Friday

If any parishioner, or relative thereof, is sick
and/or homebound, and would like to receive
Holy Communion, please contact the parish office
with their name and telephone number.

Infatmago Fincflalno
Chrzest sw.

Sakrament Chrztu éwietego jest udzielany

w jezyku angielskim i polskim. Ze wzgledu na sytuacje
epidemiczng, nie mamy chrztéw zbiorowych.

Rodzice sg zobowigzani do wziecia udziatu w spotkaniu
przygotowujgcym do tego sakramentu przed planowang
data chrztu dziecka. Prosimy o skontaktowanie sie

z biurem parafialnym, aby zgtosi¢ dziecko do chrztu.

Spowiedz sw.

Zapraszamy do skorzystania z sakramentu
Pojednania w kazda sobote od godz. 3:30 do
godz. 4:15 po potudniu. Podczas spowiedzi nalezy
mie¢ wydezynfektowane rece i zatozong maseczke.

Sakrament Matzenstwa

Archidiecezja Chicago zaleca, aby osoby, ktére planujg
zawarcie sakramentu matzenstwa zgtosity sie do biura
parafialnego co najmniej szeS¢ miesigce przed datg
$lubu. Prosimy, abyscie najpierw ustalili termin w
kosciele, a nastepnie w innych miejscach. Prosimy o
kontakt z wybranym kapfanem lub biurem parafialnym
najwczesniej jak tylko jest to mozliwe.

Sakrament Namaszczenia Chorych

Prosimy o kontakt z ksiedzem w celu ustalenia terminu
przyjecia tego sakramentu. Przypominamy, ze nie wolno
zwlekac z udzieleniem sakramentu chorych do momentu
kiedy osoba bedzie nieprzytomna lub bliska $mierci.

Komunia Swieta dla chorych/Pierwsze Pigtki
Jedli kto$ z was lub waszych bliskich choruje

i chciatby przyja¢ Komunie Swietg, to prosimy

0 zgtoszenie osoby chorej do biura parafialnego.

Phato Pray Fir Tho Sk

Look kindly upon our brothers and sisters who are suffering, or acutely, chronically or terminally ill. In the
midst of illness and pain, may they be united with Christ, who heals both body and soul. May they know the
consolation promised to those who suffer and be fully restored to wellness and wholeness. We ask this in the
name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Jimmy Arroyo, Baby Carlo, Diane Bingham, Sara Boyd, Christopher Brook, Kimberiee & Liam Brown, Stella Christopher,
Andrea Covert, Katie Cuchetto, Elliot Domalewski, Sharon De Young, Dorothy Dujmovic, John Dunn & Family,
Linda Evans, Mateusz Fic, Marisa Gargano, Chuck Gens, Margaret & John Green, Patrick Greenhil|, Marianne Grosam,
Mia Hanson, Frank Hernandez, Andrea & Natalie Hoffman, Denise M. & Rich S. Jandura, Janice Kasper, Jane Kawecki,
Scott Koker, Aniela Kulawiak, Carol Kulbida, Julia Kunicki, Linda Kunicki, Dave Lamping, Joanna Lamping & Sons,
Kevin & Margaret McKeon, Jackie Mintal, Bill Mroz, Bill Novak & Family, Rick Nowak, Michelle Nowicki, Patrick OMalley,
Terrence Oates, Maria Orszulak, Dawn Ostapowicz, Stanistaw Pepek, Marie Pesice, Michael Pesice, John Rybski,
Helen Sadowski, Irene Samborski, Kathy Shichkel, Charmaine Simikoski, Arlene Slaga, George Ann Smith, Jimmy Smith,
Sr. Maria-Paulina Sterling, Donald Thompson, Steven & Norman Vanbeveren, Joe Wantrobski,

Bill Wilder, David Wilder, Jolanta Wilk, Tom Wilk, Bea Wozniak, Jan Zapolski, Ken Zaragoza

Nledtng Stg Lo hiargoh

Panie Jezu, w czasie Twego ziemskiego zycia z mitoscig pochylates$ sie nad ludzkim cierpieniem, bdlem
i chorobg; nawiedzaj naszych chorych i daj im taske faczenia ich doswiadczen z Twoja meka i $miercig na krzyzu.
Niech dzieki Twej obecnosci odkryjg wielki skarb i tajemnice cierpienia, ktdre przyjmowane z mitoscig przyczynia
sie do zbawienia $wiata. Otocz naszych chorych zyczliwymi i dobrymi ludZzmi oraz po$lij do nich kaptanow, ktorzy
pomogda im dojrzale przezywac te trudne chwile. Amen.




Prayer

Dear God, help me not to
be selfish. Help me to be
more like Jesus.

Mission for the Week
God has given you special

talents to share with others. If
you enjoy drawing, make
a picture for someone else. If
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that make God smile.

Sharing the Gospel
Jesus was powerful,
and the devil knew

it. Jesus could have
used the power he

had selfishly, to get
whatever he wanted

- food, land to rule, or
even angels to come
running. Instead, Jesus
chose to save his power
to do what God wanted.

Now color
the picture!

SUNDAY, MARCH 9, 2025

Kids Corner

Help Jesus to avoid the devil by staying on the
path that leads to God!

1ST SUNDAY OF LENT

©LPi



1st SUNDAY OF LENT

LORD,
WHERE CAN
I FIND
FAITH LIKE

YOURS?

“Why did the athlete give up

running for Lent2”

AREYOU .
#LIVINGLENT?

FeFATHEOL CONA\ES

“She wanted to walk with Jesus.”

FUN FACT!
Lent is a time when we strive to bring our hearts back
to better union with Christ. To really walk with Him and

7\
(W_:/\ D be with Him in all that we do. Whether in our fasting
&,\/ or praying, it’s important to spend the season of Lent
\ = journeying with Christ to the cross and our salvation!
[I=]

12T SUNDAY ofF LeNY

THERe'S
NoTHING
To Eat
IN THIS ™~ \
RecorRY! |l




LENTEN
FASTING &
ABSTINENCE

__Fasting [ Abstinence |

Ash Wednesday Every Friday

Good Friday during Lent

Ages 18-59 Ages 14+

How do we fast?

When fasting, a person is permitted to eat one full meal,
as well as two smaller meals that together are not equal
to a full meal.

Am | excused from fasting and abstinence?

Those that are excused from fast and abstinence outside
the age limits include the physically or mentallyill
including individuals suffering from chronic ilinesses such
as diabetes. Also excluded are pregnant or nursing
women.

For more information on fasting and abstinence, visit usccb.org.

1, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.




Living the Faith

JOURNEY TO THE FOOT OF THE CROSS: BISHOP

RICKEN OFFERS 10 THINGS TO REMEMBER FOR LENT

Bishop David L. Ricken of Green Bay, Wisconsin, former chairman of the Committee on Evangelization and

1. Remember the formula. The Church does a
good job capturing certain truths with easy-to-re-
member lists and formulas: 10 Commandments, 7
sacraments, 3 persons in the Trinity. For Lent, the
Church gives us almost a slogan—Prayer, Fasting,
and Almsgiving—as the three things we need to
work on during the season.

2. It’s a time of prayer. Lent is essentially an act
of prayer spread out over 40 days. As we pray, we
go on a journey, one that hopefully brings us closer
to Christ and leaves us changed by the encounter
with him.

3. It's a time to fast. With the fasts of Ash Wednesday
and Good Friday, meatless Fridays, and our personal
disciplines interspersed, Lent is the only time many
Catholics these days actually fast. And maybe
that’s why it gets all the attention.” What are you
giving up for Lent? Hot dogs? Beer? Jelly beans?”
It's almost a game for some of us, but fasting is
actually a form of penance, which helps us turn
away from sin and toward Christ.

4. It’s a time to work on discipline. The 40 days of
Lent are also a good, set time to work on personal
discipline in general. Instead of giving something
up, it can be doing something positive.” I'm going
to exercise more. |’'m going to pray more. I'm going
to be nicer to my family, friends, and coworkers.”

5. It's about dying to yourself. The more serious
side of Lenten discipline is that it’s about more than
self-control—it’s about finding aspects of yourself
that are less than Christ-like and letting them die.
The suffering and death of Christ are foremost on
our minds during Lent, and we join in these mys-
teries by suffering, dying with Christ and being
resurrected in a purified form.

6.Don’t do too much. It's tempting to make Lent
some ambitious period of personal reinvention, but

Catechesis of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), offers “10 Things to Remember for Lent”:

it's best to keep it simple and focused. There’s a
reason the Church works on these mysteries year
after year. We spend our entire lives growing closer
to God. Don’t try to cram it all in one Lent. That's
a recipe for failure.

7. Lent reminds us of our weakness. Of course,
even when we set simple goals for ourselves during
Lent, we still have trouble keeping them. When we
fast, we realize we’'re all just one meal away from
hunger. In both cases, Lent shows us our weakness.
This can be painful, but recognizing how helpless
we are makes us seek God’'s help with renewed
urgency and sincerity.

8. Be patient with yourself. When we're confronted
with our own weakness during Lent, the temptation
is to get angry and frustrated.” What a bad person
I am!” But that’s the wrong lesson. God is calling
us to be patient and to see ourselves as he does,

with unconditional love.

9. Reach out in charity. As we experience weakness
and suffering during Lent, we should be renewed
in our compassion for those who are hungry, suf-
fering, or otherwise in need. The third part of the
Lenten formula is almsgiving. It's about more than
throwing a few extra dollars in the collection plate;
it's about reaching out to others and helping them
without question as a way of sharing the experience
of God’s unconditional love.

10. Learn to love like Christ. Giving of ourselves
in the midst of our suffering and self-denial brings
us closer to loving like Christ, who suffered and
poured himself out unconditionally on the Cross for
all of us. Lent is a journey through the desert to the
foot of the Cross on Good Friday, as we seek him
out, ask his help, join in his suffering, and learn
to love like him.

és‘ ."'«ﬁ C athohc This article Was originally published on www.USCCB.org.
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